SEARCHING THE INTERNET
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There are more than 2.5 billion (2,500,000,000) web pages and more are being added everyday so this can make finding the information you want very difficult.  

You can find information on the Internet by using Search. 

You need to use a search engine to do this and there are many different ones to choose from.

In this unit, you will explore the following search engines:

· Alta Vista

·  Yahoo

· Google 

· Answers.com

At the end of this unit there is a list of other popular search sites to explore and general search engine help.

SEARCH ENGINES AND DIRECTORIES

A Search engine looks through the internet to find information for you. 

A Directory is a listing of information similar to a telephone directory. It doesn’t search for you. 

Many Search engines combine both a Search engine and a directory. Yahoo is an example of this.

Search engines use different categories to help simplify your search. For example, Google offers Web, Images, Groups, News, and Local (where you can look for nearest locations of hotels or restaurants, etc). 

Yahoo is a little different. It offers search categories of Web, Images, Video, Audio, Directory, Local, News, and Shopping. 

Whichever search engine you use may have different options, but they all allow you to increase your search results. 

If you are looking for a picture or graphic to put on a worksheet, try searching under Images. Your search will come up with many more choices than if you would search for it under the Web category. 
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